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CHAPTER X.

EVOLUTION,  AS  AW INDUCTIVE THEORY.

ALL Science depends on a double process of
induction and deduction. The first arranges
and classifies phenomena, and thus attains to
certain empirical laws, which embody the
results of past observation in their most com-
prehensive form. Tho second traces the re-
sults of some probable or possible hypothesis,
to decide on its agreement or disagreement
with these results. In case of agreement, it
is assumed to be true, and its further conse-
quences are then traced, to supply new con-
firmations of its truth, and anticipate the
results of new and varied experiments.

The theory, which would explain the origin
and nature of all organic life, apart from any
acts of creative power, by a process of evolu-
tion, must thus be open to a double tost. Does
it fulfil the claims of so"und, philosophical
Sanction, and sum up correctly the results of
actual observation on the largest scale ? Does
it conform to the rules of deductive science^